Public Affairs Director Cy K. Lynn officially “turned-on” the 
Department of Transportation exhibit at the 110th annual State 
Fair. 


Saunders Has 


“In private business he would be the office- 
boy working his way up through the ranks and 
eventually becoming president of the com- 


pany.” 


That friend, E. C. Orr, regional landscape 
engineer for Western North Carolina, was re- 
ferring to the fact that Saunders began working 
with the Landscape Unit in 1935 as‘a time- 
keeper. By 1971 he had worked his way up to 
head of the unit and served in that capacity for 
six years. 


So said a friend of James A. (Jimmy) Saunders, 
who just retired after serving more than 40 
years in the Landscape Unit of the Division of 
Highways. 


> 


Loves 


\ 


DOT personnel worked long and hard to prepare this year’s 
exhibit. 


Jimmy Saunders, an avid angler, is all smiles upon receiving a 
shiny, new fishing reel from fellow landscape employees at a 
retirement party held in his honor. 
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SECRETARY'S 


November 8th is an important day for Trans- 
portation and North Carolina. Our $300 million 
Highway Improvement Bond Issue will be 
before the voters. 

| have enclosed a reprint of our information 
brochure on the bonds. Your friends, neigh- 
bors, and the general public will be asking 
you about the Bond Program. | hope this will be 
helpful as you discuss what you know better 
than anyone - the needs of our highway system. 

Again, let me tell you how pleased | am with 
the enthusiasm and dedication | have found 
evident as we have visited with employees 
during the service award ceremonies through- 
out the State. 

| am confident there is nothing we can’t 
accomplish together as a team. I’m counting on 
you for your help as we work to build a better 
future for the people of North Carolina. 


J 


Thomas W. Bradshaw, Jr. 
Secretary 


Gone...Fishing 


Until his retirement a month ago Saunders, a 
registered landscape architect, was an active 
member of the operating committee on road- 
side development for the American Associa- 
tion of State Highway Officials, the roadside 
maintenance committee for the Highway 
Research Board of the National Research 
Council and the roadside development com- 
mittee for the Southeastern Association of 
State Highway and Transportation Officials. 


Saunders worked for a nursery in New York 
and for the United States Department of the 
Interior before coming to North Carolina State 
government. 

A resident of Raleigh, Saunders and his wife, 
Helen, have two children. 


OCTOBER 1977 VOL. 1 NO. 3 


TWO-WAY TRAFFIC 


THE $300,000,000 
HIGHWAY BOND ISSUE 


North Carolina's 75,000 miles of state- 
maintained roads have some pressing 
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improvements and relocation of roads, 
bridges and other needed highway facili- 
ties. 
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put lic. . 
A recent highway needs summary con- 


ducted by the Department placed the cost 
of meeting these needs at $7 billion. 


IN ADDITION: 


Five thousand of our 16,000 bridges 
need major improvement or replacement. 


PUTTING BOND 
MONEY TO WORK 


Approval of the $300,000,000 bond issue 
would allow an additional $60,000,000 a 
year, for the next five years, to be spent on 
North Carolina's highway program. Projec- 
ted revenue from State and Federal sourc- 
es would, over the next five years, provide 


Thomas W. Bradshaw, Jr. 
Secretary of Transportation 


Cy K. Lynn 


needs. The sale of highway bonds has been 


mediate funds for new construction, safety | 
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Public Affairs Director 
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about $1 billion in funds to address these 
highway needs. That figure, if the bond 
issue is approved, would increase to $1.3 
billion to meet needs over the same five | 
year period. 

There is also a need to be sure money is 
available to match federal funds as they be- 
come available to the State. The 
$300,000,000 will not meet all these needs 
sak the program will provide a good begin- 

ng in making the most pressing highway 
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| $75,000,000 for secondary roads, and 


Over the next five years, $175,000,000 
would be used for primary roads, 


$50,000,000 for the urban road system. 
bond issue would 


ent ident ‘ified on each of these three 


use highway construction costs are 
increasing and 


anticipated gas tax reve- 


its | nues, which support highway trust funds, 
| nave leveled off, bonds would provide the 
| funds to continue needed road improve- 
| ments. 


NDS ARE 
RECOMMENDED 


Highway bonds have been issued many 
times before in North Carolina and have 
proven to be a good investment. The State 
has achieved a AAA credit rating for its 
bonds and can borrow money at the lowest 


| possible interest rates. By selling bonds, 

| money can be obtained to meet highway 

| needs now, thereby avoiding inflation and 
| increased construction costs later. Records | 
) show that since 1967, highway construction 
| costs have doubled. 


NO INCREASE IN 
TAXES NECESSARY 


The Bond Program will not require any 
additional State gasoline tax! The Governor 
and the Department of Transportation feel 
that more taxes aren't the answer to high- 
way revenue probiems at this time. One 
cent of the 9-1/4 cents‘in State tax now 
paid on each gallon of gas is presently allo- 
cated for payment of debt. This was estab- 
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imary and SeC~ 4 The 36th annual meeting of the Southeastern Association of W.P. Garriss, Controller for the N.C. Department of Trans- 
x : State Highway and Transportation Officials (SASHTO), held in portation (at the podium) listens attentively during one of the 
eM with good access ] Asheville last month, opened with a session in the Civic Center. many committee meetings held during the SASHTO conven- 


tion in Asheville. 
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With a hearty handshake, U. S. Representative Lamar Gudger Some 800 SASHTO delegates from 12 southeastern states 
UP sire Millien Dollars (300,000,000) | (right) welcomes Robert Hunter (left), President of the Ameri- gather for the Family Night dinner 
vay Bonds. can Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials 
| and Chief Engineer of Missouri's State Highway Commission. 
\f Three Hundred Million Dollars | Karl Bowers (center left), Deputy Administrator for the Federal 


Highway Administration, and Secretary of the North Carolina 
Department of Transportation Thomas W. Bradshaw, Jr. (center 
right), look on. Gudger, Hunter, and Bowers were guest 
speakers at the Opening Session of SASHTO. 


| Carolina Highway Bonds. 


Chairman, State Board of Klections 
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MORE SERVICE AWARDS 


Albemarle 


Winston-Salem — ; oe ] Southern Pines 


MOL iii 


Cullowhee Ridgecrest 


The remaining service awards dinners will be in our next 
newsletter. 


